2003 season.

The season has now drawn to a close for the Waltham Junior Cricket
Club Under 11. side

We had a good season with a nail biting last match against Bottesford. Unfortu-
nately we lost the match which meant that Bottesford won the league and went
forward to play in the finals at Trent Bridge.

We had mixed fortunes earlier on in the season, winning some and losing others,
but one of the most memorable matches was against Whatton and Aslockton back
in July with just 2 balls to go in the last over, we needed 2 runs to win. We made it
by the skin of our teeth.

The boys should be proud of their efforts this season. They all played well and we
look forward to seeing some of them return to our U11 side and the older boys
moving up to our U13 side. We will resume indoor training in the New Year. U11
side = William Parry, Edward Powell, John Willis, Robbie Kilgour, Freddie
Kilgour,Toby Driver, Rory Ludbrook, Adam Hutton, Ben Freer, Lewis McDermott,
Louis Potts, Joseph Pask, Liam Chung and Thomas Weston

Sue Weston

The Tennis club which has been existence for over 25 yrs is situated in the heart of
the Vale of Belvoir next to the Bowls Club at Hose (behind the Village Hall) .

The aim of the club is to promote the sport at BOTH Junior and Adult level whatever
the level .

The courts are available throughout the year to members to play BOTH Social and
Competitive Tennis.

Adult Tennis

Monday Evenings Mens Coaching
Wednesday Mornings Ladies Social Tennis
Friday Evenings Social Tennis

Junior Tennis
Monday Evenings Juniors (5-11yrs)
Wednesday Evenings  Juniors (12 yrs +)

Anybody interested in playing tennis can call for details of membership Graham
Livermore on 01476 870917 For details on coaching the coach,Jason Roberts
(LTA Qualified) can be contacted on 07776 185394,

%
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Rubbish! This seems to be the hot topic of the season, judging from the near
hysteria in the Melton Times lately. The curious thing is that there is nothing
new in either wheelie bins or re-cycling boxes, both of which are tried and
tested methods used widely both here and abroad. But to judge from the
increasingly tabloid Times, nothing can be solved and it's all doomed to failure
before it even starts. They recently printed a letter from a lady who clearly
believed that all waste, not just re-cycling materials, would have to be put out
in the boxes, with no attempt to correct the error.

12 years ago | experienced re-cycling boxes visiting relatives in Ontario,
Canada in a rural town about the same size as Melton. The Canadians were
astounded that (at that time) we English made virtually no effort to re-cycle
anything. Yes, it could be a nuisance finding space for the boxes, but they
accepted it as their contribution to countering some of the effects of mass
consumption on a beleaguered environment. And | am sure that they would
be appalled at the idea of employing fellow humans to do the job for them by
sorting through plastic bags of their recyclables by hand. By accident or
design, all sorts of other household waste gets mixed up in these bags (do we
always wash used food containers before putting them out?) | am not proud
that my Council Tax is paying for people to perform such a job, especially in a
hot summer!

Similarly, wheelie bins are used all over the country. More relatives, in
Nottingham this time, swear by them and wouldn’t want to lug bursting bags
or dustbins around again. However, Nottingham too is concerned at the threat
of fortnightly instead of weekly collections.

Yes, there are issues to address for the elderly, the infirm and those in flats or
terraces, but the point is that nothing new is proposed and the lessons are
there to be learned in neighbouring counties. It would be nice to see our local
paper sending its brave reporters over the borders to do some objective
reporting of what really happens, instead of filling its pages with hysterical
speculation about what might happen.

Waltham will shortly have the opportunity to see what really happens,
because we are one of the areas selected by Melton Borough Council for a
wheelie bin trial. With our wide range of residents, housing types and street
designs, we should be a good test of the system. See inside for more
information on the proposal, and let's make up our own minds based on some
real world facts and experience.

Peter Smith Deputy Chairman Waltham and Thorpe Arnold Parish Council
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After two defeats against Melton Lions and The Half Moon by 1 —0and 5 -2
respectively Waltham Athletic adult football team recorded their first victory last Sunday.

Playing against Frisby Grasshoppers Waltham battled hard to force an exhilarating
5 — 4 victory in front of a large, highly excited crowd.

Whilst the team is a careful blend of youth & experience players who are beginning to
blossom include Charlie Graham the goalkeeper who is playing for the first time in ten
years. Howard Egglestone is the rock of the back four supported by young Andy Teare.
John Tilley has shone in midfield along with Rob Casey up front.

Immediate fixtures are published on the back door of the Royal Horseshoes with home
matches commencing at 10.30am on Sunday mornings.

New players most welcome, please contact Steve James
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Season of ups & downs ends in cup final defeat

After an unconvincing start to the season, losing 6 out of the first 7 games Waltham
matured like a good wine losing only another 3 games to finish 6" out of 10 teams.
The improving season incorporated an excellent run through to the final of the Gold-
ing Cup however in the final a very strong Hoby & Rotherby team proved to be too
good.

The improvement in performance as the season progressed was a real team
achievement culminating in an excellent victory against a top of the table and previ-
ously unbeaten Wymondham team. This game highlighted the true potential of a
Waltham who on their day could beat anyone.

Performances of note go to Martin Bestwick who with his bowling took approximately
50 wickets for the season. A season’s best of 6 wickets for only 10 runs against
Whissendine was a true matching performance. Batting honours go to Steve James
who consistently lead from the front, scoring 3 half centuries and amassing over 500
runs for the season. Gary Potter provided excellent support with both bat and ball,
also scoring 3 half centuries.

The improvement in performance coincided with the return of John Taylor who
opened the batting with Steve James usually smashed the opposition’s opening
bowlers all over the place. The final match saw a convincing victory against Bar-
rowby and while amassing an impressive batting total of 316 runs Nick Lywood hit a
memorable 106 not out.

The end of another season promises well for the future of the club. We would wel-
come new members, young or old. Contact Phil Shepperd 01949 869143 .

1 & 2

WOTWATA sports editor & Under 11s junior soccerrtemanageteve Freer Tel. 464405.

Adult cricket captaiPhil Shepperd Tel. 01949 869143Junior cricket secretary & coa8ue
Weston Tel 464321 Adult soccer tearBteve James Tel 464238adminton Club contact
Mike Jackson Tel 464548
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The Parish Council has made a firm commitment to achieve ‘Quality Parish’
status. This new concept is propounded by the OPDM ( Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister) and is aimed at getting efficient Parish Councils to take on a
greater role in local administration .Ultimately this may mean greater discre-
tion in allocating resources within the Parish, and taking over some of the
roles currently performed by Melton Council.

Already our Chairman, Peter Holbrook and ClIr Jan Barratt have attended a
high powered conference in Loughborough to find out what is involved. For-
tunately we already meet many of the criteria- we have an elected (as dis-
tinct from co-opted) Council, we have a regular newsletter, and our finances
have a clean bill of health — but there is much to do- The Clerk has started to
assemble the necessary supporting paperwork and is about to embark on
attaining the necessary AQA qualification. The Chairman is writing our long
term ‘Plan’ and other councillors are considering their individual training
needs.

A major development is now starting at the Wash Dyke field. This is a small
triangle of land down the Goadby Road which has belonged to the Parish for
centuries. For many years the Council has attempted to rent it out, but its
small size, indifferent land,quality and awkward location have made this in-
creasingly difficult.

The Council are arranging for trees to be planted to make this a public
space and the original stream and wash location for animals and early motor
cars will be retained. Some of the planting will be fruit trees to provide a
communal orchard.

The Parish Council has made a particular effort to support the Waltham
Playfield. This is now managed by a very enthusiastic Council committee
lead by Peter Holbrook. Numerous improvements are in hand; some new
pitch machinery has been purchased. and a much needed storage cabin is
in hand.

Cont-
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Parish Council News —cont.

The Parish council takes a very active role in supporting village institutions
and organisations. The new Village Hall is being built on Parish Council land
and financial support has been committed both to ‘unlock’ other grants and
also to meet costs with a VAT element which the Council can reclaim. Money
has been given to the Preschool Group and the cricket club, pump priming
support has been given to the Waltham Winder The Village Appraisal Group
has received further support for its final report and for the future the Council
is encouraging the Best Kept Village and Waltham Fair working party.

In addition to the above the Council plays an active part in the Borough Plan-
ning decision process. Our Tree Warden continues to monitor all aspects of
our trees ands hedges, and the Clerk deals with the routine highways and
street lighting issues.

John Kimber

&&) (+!

I am your Local Beat Officer. As well as covering the Waltham Parish | also
cover Wymondham Buckminster Sproxton , Garthorpe Parish, and Freeby
Parish Areas This covers the sixteen villages within the A607 and the A606
triangle from Melton to the Lincolnshire Border.

| have 26 years 10 months service in the police and live locally. | work from
Bottesford Police Station along with four other officers each having their
own area.

| encourage people to report any suspicious incident to the police whether it
is a suspicious person or vehicle in the area, duster sellers fish sellers or
the like. Some of these are genuine people but a lot are not. If you report
such incidents to the police, we can then check these people and hopefully
by doing so prevent crime.

Please call at the time not a couple of hours later when they have moved
on. Try and get a good description of the clothing or details of the vehicle
used, especially the registration number.

The club members are now looking forward to their winter activities of
darts and skittles (ladies and mens) and a few social functions includ-
ing a bonfire night on 5™ November, open to non members, look out for
costing details thought at the moment to be approx. £3.00 adults and
under 12’s free.

The clubhouse is available for hire, birthday parties etc., at reasonable
rates. Please contact Gary Bush, MM 563697. If anyone wishes to
joint either as playing or social, please contact secretary, Alison Freer
MM 483723 or pop into the clubhouse when passing.

Welby Practice on Bescaby Road Tel: 01664 464232
Details of opening hours are listed at the surgery

OR-Dr Gillian Ennis is in practice at:
The Surgery
Saltby Road
Croxton Kerrial Tel: 01476 870900
Reception is open 0830 — 1600 Monday, Tuesday & Friday
0830 — 1300 Wednesday 0830 — 1900 Thursday
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Thorpe Arnold Cricket Club Everards League Season finished last week-
end, with the first team losing to Hinckley Amateur to finish bottom of Divi-
sion 2, thus being relegated. The seconds won their last match to avoid the
drop to Division 7 and depending on other results, may well finish mid table.
2003 season is the first time for over 20 years that the Club has not won
any silverware, the reason for this has been the loss of many senior players
due to retirement from the game, or work commitments, together with our
three Australians all going on to pastures new (or back home). The positive
side is that our youth policy in operation at the Club for many years under
the guidance of Di McQuillan, has meant youngsters filling the gaps in the
senior teams. Although being out of their depth this season with the aid of
the coaching facility, nets, bowling machine and well organised Committee,
it's only a matter of time before the club starts to climb back.

One highlight of the season was the Presidents Day held on Sun 20" July.
This was a day for all the club members with first XI playing the second XI,
a Kwik Cricket match during the tea interval, bouncy castle and marvellous
barbeque comprising of steak, pork etc., for about 95 people, the day was
sponsored by Dorson Direct. Our club sponsor Steve Herbert of Melton
Building Supplies was guest of honour together with Greg Pogonowski
(Dorson Direct) and Richard and Pat Skelton our president and his wife.
(see Photo above)

+1 !

Don't be afraid to ring the police. We will come and check these people out
and respond to your calls.

Also remember we want you to report crime to us no matter how minor.
Don't think “What can the police do?” We target our patrols around your re-
ports to us. If | don’t know about it how can | do something about it?

For other matters such as suspicious incidents or to report crime
dial 0116 222 2222 and the call handling department will take your call.

If you wish to leave a message on my answer phone then dial 011 6 222
2222 Extension 5675 then listen to the prompts., When asked for the offi-
cer's ID dial 0487. You can then leave me a message and | will get back to
you PLEASE DON'T use this to report incidents or crime.

Reported Crimes for the Waltham Parish from 1/7/03  to date 1 7/9/03
Thorpe Arnold
Theft from a vehicle overnight 5/9/03

Burglary at the Cricket Club overnight 1 3/9/03
Waltham

There have been three Burglaries in the village categorised as “Burglary
Other” ie Sheds outbuildings.

Daytime 1/7/03 -a mower was stolen from Melton Road.

Daytime 31/7/03 —power Tools from Goadby Road

Overnight 1 5/8/03 -High Street -persons were disturbed by villagers who
alerted the police and persons arrested. A good example of you contacting
the police at the time of an incident WELL DONE.

3 4 5" 67 8 9:-<
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They all made their way to the nearest point in the hedge, sat down on potato
sacks with their feet in the hedge bottom and started to eat their lunch. The Scoby
ladies muttered something and wandered off down the hedge, “gone to spend a
penny” confided Mary. That answered a question that had occupied Annie for the
last hour or so. She followed, as did the other ladies. The Scoby lady, who had
been the target for the sod, was called Lucy. She was deaf; but she could lip
read,and the other ladies made sure they could be seen as they talked. Her
companion had thrown the sod in front of her, not at her! Lucy joined in the
conversation occasionally, in a twangy singsong nasal voice. Annie decided she
liked Lucy.

All too soon lunch was over, back to the rows of potatoes.

At about three o’clock the farmer returned. The ladies wearily emptied their last
bucket of potatoes, Lucy was the target of another well-aimed sod, and they all
trooped off to the pickup, picking up their bags as they went. They were allowed
two free potatoes each, plus a few shillings for the days work. “Cheerio, see you
tomorrow”, they said to Lucy and her companion, who mounted the tandem and
pedalled off in the direction of Scoby village.

Annie could not find a comfortable position in the back of the pickup as it rocked
and rolled along. At the top of the High Street she climbed down from the pickup
and walked wearily back home.

She picked up her daughter from her mums, and walked home to prepare the
family meal. She would make sausages with mashed potatoes and runner beans.
The sound of a baby crying woke Annie. It was her daughter, teething. She felt so
tired, her back ached, her feet hurt, her hands were sore, and her nose was
sunburned. She picked up the baby and began to rock her in her arms. The crying
gradually stopped until she fell asleep in her arms.

She would complete the diary tomorrow evening, she sensed that the entries for
the next four or five weeks would be similar.

The idea for this item was prompted by
the recollections of Lois Walker. Lois
was born in Waltham on the Wolds,
and lived in the village until 1962 when
she, her husband and two sons moved
to Melton, where she still lives.

More of Lois’s recollections of village
life can be found on the Waltham on
the Wolds village web site.
http://www.walthamonthewolds.org
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Annie opened her diary at Monday August 29 1955, She wondered why she took
the trouble to keep it, particularly on this occasion, she was completely worn out

by the efforts of the day,and her little girl had been difficult too, “Teething, I'll bet”
she nodded to herself, sagely.

Her mum had always kept a diary, and she would read to Annie from it about events
before she was born, and when she was young.

“Today was my first day potato picking”, she wrote. She sat and reflected on the
day’s events, staring out of the bedroom window at the trees swaying in the evening
breeze.

She had risen early to get her husband off to work, fed the baby, wrapped her up
and taken her to her mum, who would look after her for the day.

She then packed a bag with a bottle of water, sandwiches, a raincoat and hat and an
old pair of woollen gloves. She pulled on her wellington boots, and, picking up the
plastic bucket her mother had given her, she set off.

She walked to the corner of the High Street waiting for the farmer. She saw him
pass by on the other side of the road, taking his children to the village school, she
was early, but it was a nice fresh late summer morning and ten minutes later he
returned, nodding to her as he stopped at the kerb. Annie manipulated the locking
pins and dropped the tailgate on the farmer’s pickup. She passed her bag and
bucket to Mary, hitched up her skirt, and clambered aboard. She sat down beside
Mary and the other two ladies on a pile of old potato sacks with her back against the
cab.

They chatted as they drove the three miles to Scoby. The pickup stopped at a field
entrance, they all climbed down. A tandem was propped up against the hedge, and
two ladies stood in the gateway. “They live in Scoby” said Mary.

The six of them marched awkwardly to the corner of the field, passing a tractor
trailing an odd looking device. “That’s the potato spinner”, Mary said pointing at the
rear of the tractor. Annie noticed straight mounds of earth running the length of the
field; some of the rows had been disturbed by the tractor, exposing the potatoes.
Spaced at intervals, beside the rows of exposed potatoes, were empty potato sacks.
The ladies positioned themselves evenly along the row. Annie watched as Mary
showed her the routine; she put on an old pair of gloves and began to fill up her
bucket with potatoes, rubbing off any excess dirt with her gloved hands, When the
bucket was full, she carried it to the nearest sack and emptied out the contents, then
back to where she had left off, to fill up the bucket again and so on.

Annie put on her gloves and started to pick the potatoes. When all the potatoes in
the row had been picked, they moved on to the next row and started again.

At midday they stopped, and Annie noticed one of the Scoby ladies throw a sod at
her companion, who looked up, put down her bucket and followed.

4 # & -

Newly elected Parish Councillor Jan Barratt is determined that Waltham
should not become a second class village. Noticing the grand events
which are hosted by other communities in the area like the Denton Street
Market, the Branston Day, the Whissendine Steam Fair etc. Jan has
teamed up with prominent resident George Bateman who has lots of ex-
perience of traditional fair activities to revive the ‘lost’ Waltham Fair

The fair will obviously have the usual fair ground attractions of rides and
competitions, but in addition every village Institution will be invited to ped-
dle their specialities, Just imagine the WI cake stall, and the renowned
Church Plant sale!!

A Beer Tent is being arranged by Mick from the Granby and a well known
local expert is being engaged to organise the Pig Roast. Numerous
other games and activities are expected to follow once the planning gets
underway.

Already CliIr Barratt has assembled a high powered team of over a dozen
enthusiasts who have formed a working party to push things forward.

The same working party is striving to achieve a success for Waltham in
the annual Best Village Competition.- some ideas already on the table
include a mass of flowers throughout the village, some new signage, im-
proved notice boards; as well as a lot of routine cleaning and tidying.!

With the blessing of the Parish Council, the working party is being led by
Councillor Jan Barratt, Jan is keen to hear of any views, ideas, or offers
of help. (464416)
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Our chapel continues despite its small but enthusiastic congregation .
We hope to attract families from the village, to our new family service, to
be held each month , commencing September 14" 4pm. Refreshments
will be served after the service, so do try to join us, to make this venture
a success!!

Weekly services are at 10.45 am mostly conducted by a variety of inter-
esting lay preachers, An added attractive new feature is the comfortable
padded seats which replace the original unforgiving hard pews .

Come and try them, you may even nod off during the service!!
The Church and Chapel join together for many events during the year.
A very warm welcome awaits you at Waltham, Methodist Chapel.

For more details contact Cllr Jan Barratt 464416.

0, +

Well, we may not have a vicar but things are still happening at your local
parish church.

Those who attended the service on 14™ September, taken by the Arch-
deacon of Leicester, Richard Atkinson, were able to experience the new
sound system, recently installed on a trial basis. As well as microphones
and speakers, this also incorporates an induction loop to assist hearing
aid users. Positive feedback was received from all (very little feedback
from the microphones themselves thankfully!).

Fundraising for the permanent installation is going very well with more
than half the funds having now been raised - £2119 against a requirement
of £3911. Our grateful thanks to the Parish Council for their financial sup-
port which assists also with further grant applications. Many thanks also
to all those who kindly contributed bottles towards the bottle stall which
Jean Hurton ably organised and ran at the Melton Lions Fun Day — we
made the amazing sum of £460 and couldn’t have done it without your
help.

1+ 2/ % $% ! !

In April 2004, a 6 month trial of the proposed Wheelie Bin System is to be
carried out in the Borough, covering 6000 town and village households,
out of a total of 48000. Waltham will be part of the trial area, but Thorpe
will not as the trial is designed according to collection routes rather than
Parish boundaries.

It is proposed to collect the 240 litre (about 60 gallon) black waste
wheelies once a fortnight, Each household will also be able to have a
green wheelie for compostable materials which will be collected fortnightly
on alternate weeks from the black wheelies. The green wheelie will be
optional, and we can’t have a second black one !

Councillor Angrave is adamant that the mechanically sealed lids will
contain smells from two week old waste, which will presumably be bagged
before going in, and that fortnightly collections work perfectly well in other
authorities. He is well aware that, along with handling, storage and
vandalism, this is a major issue to evaluate in the trial. Let’'s hope for
another long hot summer to properly test the system!

There will be an Assist List for those needing help to manage their
wheelies, just as for the recycling boxes above.For those in flats, there will
be communal waste and re-cycling bins.For those in terraced housing with
no wheelie space or access to the back of the property, there will probably
be continued provision of bags. The contacts given above will again be the
numbers to ring to arrange evaluation visits for anyone concerned that
their circumstances are not straightforward.

The Parish Council will be discussing with the Councillor how to make
sure that communication for the trial happens effectively to every
household involved. We may well also hold a Village Meeting for everyone
to hear the details and put forward their own views and ideas. It will be
particularly important to identify all the exception households for which
special arrangements have to be made, and then monitor that those
arrangements actually work throughout the trial.

.The wheelies are a big change, and a big trial is the right thing to do
before introducing a big change. We need to ensure that as much as
possible is learnt from the trial so that the final system works the best way
possible. I'm sure that we will come back to this subject regularly!

Peter Smith
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THANK YOU!

We would like to say a big thank
you for all the recommendations
we have received from Waltham
and Thorpe Arnolds home owners.

If you are considering a move or
would just like an idea of what
your home is now worth please

call 01664 566216 arrange

a convenient time for me to visit
you.

Best Wishes from all the Team

Vernon Moore
Managing Director

Digby Housd, Burton Street,

Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LEIAE
Tel: 01664 566210
Fax: 01664 561379

Visit our Website to see full ali:
www.newtonderrymoore.co.uk

We now have kitchen cupboards and a sink installed in the church’s
back vestry thanks to Malc Mills, who gave up a considerable amount of
his valuable free time. These will be a great asset, bearing in mind the
increasing number of special events which are being held in the church.

For those who are not aware, we are in the process of forming a new
benefice (ie group of churches) — Waltham will be not only linked with
Stonesby but also Scalford, Eaton, Eastwell and Goadby Marwood. We
all remain without a vicar but fresh advertisements will be going out
soon. As a result, we have had to cut down on services but those that
are available will be advertised on both church notice boards.

The lack of a regular priest has created certain opportunities however —
it means that we can experience different speakers which adds a new
dimension to our services - we are fortunate also to retain our links with
Jenny Stuart, our much loved and respected Reader.

The annual Christmas Fair will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday,
6" December — anybody interested in helping in any way, please con-
tact Christine Alexander on 464802

We'll also be holding our Prize Draw then as usual — tickets 50p each
with a first prize of £50 — will you be the lucky one?

Finally, the church was visited recently by a group of bellringers from
Hertfordshire. It was Harvest Thanksgiving the following day so the
church was filled with fresh flowers, fruit and vegetables. Classical mu-
sic was softly playing in the background (thanks to the new sound sys-
tem!) and there was a real air of peace and tranquillity. The visitors
were delighted — they couldn’t believe how fortunate we were to have
such a beautiful church. The stained glass windows were much ad-
mired, as were all the carvings and decorations on wood and stone.
They highlighted quite a few areas which some of us have taken for
granted over the years. What a boost we got, though, from hearing all
their exclamations.

Why don’t you visit your local church some time soon — you might get a
pleasant surprise?!
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By now everyone should have their green and grey re-cycling boxes to re-
place their recycling bags. You will probably have realised that they should
not be used until October 1%, as MBC unhelpfully forgot to remind us when
distributing them.... | too used them straight away (as the accompanying
note seemed to imply) along with at least a third of the village! This is pre-
cisely why trials for major changes should always be run, even if the imple-
mentation has already been decided on. That's how to get the details of
implementation and communication right for the full roll-out.

In an interview with WOTWATA, Nigel Angrave, the Borough Councillor in
charge of Waste Management, apologised for this miscommunication, and
acknowledged that the whole area of communication over the various
waste issues had been a problem for the Council.

We wouldn’t support spending Council Tax money on a Department of
Spin, but a more professional approach to communicating with the elector-
ate wouldn’t go amiss. After all, an expensive call handling centre is being
built to enable us to talk to MBC more efficiently, but little thought seems to
have gone into how communication can be improved in the other direction.

However, the basic details of the new system are:
1. The collection day remains the same as for the old bag system.

2. The boxes will be processed on special vehicles, onto which they will be
hooked for tipping and sorting. Non-recyclable material will initially be put
back in the box to enable people to learn what, and what not, to put in.

3. There is an Assist List for the elderly or infirm who need help to get their
boxes to the pick-up point. Anyone concerned that they, or a friend or rela-
tive needs this help should arrange an evaluation visit by ringing Claire
Dorrans or Rebecca Lee at MBC on 502502, or Catherine Rowlings at the
recycling depot at Lake Terrace, Melton on 566718. Catherine works for
Verdant, the waste contractor and is also their Communications Officer for
all waste related matters.

4. There will be no more green or grey plastic bags delivered or collected
after October 1%
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The Area Appraisal generated a long list of volunteers for various types of activitiy
in the Parish and this is a note to those people to say that your kind offers have
not gone unnoticed. The first group of volunteers is right before you, as the
planning, writing, production and distribution of WOTWATA is now carried out by
a team drawn from those volunteer returns.

Further individuals who volunteered for environmental or general village activities
are now helping Jan Hancock in planning the Best Kept Village Competition, the
Garden Competition and in the preparation work for the re-introduction of the
Waltham Fair.

A further group with an interest in a wide range of social service type activities
have had their details passed on to the Melton CVS headquarters, who co-
ordinate much good work in the Borough to help the young, the elderly and the
housebound in particular. Jan is also in touch with Help The Aged who are
excited at the potential in a village. They are mainly established in urban areas
and find it quite difficult to make contact in rural areas in spite of the evident need,
so further volunteer help may be useful here too.

Interest was also expressed by a number of people in a Neighbourhood Watch
Group. Such a group does, in fact, already exist, having been launched some
years ago by the hard working efforts of Ron Marks. However it seems overdue
for a re-launch, so the Parish Council is giving some thought to this.

So if you volunteered on the Appraisal Form but have not heard anything yet, do
not give up for these things do take time to come together. Further, the Parish
Council will continue to maintain the lists as a resource for future groups or
individuals seeking to get something going in the Parish.
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There are opportunities to join new classes throughout the year at Bottesford
Community Centre and also in village facilities across the Vale. The full pro-
gramme is available by ringing 01949 844199 but here are a few tasters of
what's on this Autumn-

At Croxton Kerrial- Soft Furnishings:Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm

At Stonesby- Parent & Toddler Cookery: 14.10 & 18.11.03, 10-noon
Spanish for Beginners- Thursday 9.45-11.45am

French for Beginners- Thursday 7.30-9.30pm

At Barkestone-Le-Vale- French for Beginners: Wednesday 7.30-9pm
At Wymondham- Local History: Wednesday 7.30-9.30pm

At Bottesford- Watercolours: Monday 7.30-9.30pm

Computing for Complete Beginners: Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm

* () ! 1'%

Ron is organising another quiz night with fish, chicken or vegetarian
and chip supper included in the ticket price. The date is 25 October
and the first question will roll off at 7.30. Start getting your teams
together, minimum of four, maximum of eight per team. If you can'’t
come as a team don’t worry; you can join one when you come. Don't
forget: bring your own glasses and something to drink. Tickets, at £6
each, and inclusive of the supper, are available from Ron on 464516,
at the Cottage Salon on Saturday mornings or from Barry on 464441.
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there will be a “Last Supper” to take place in the old hall on
Saturday 29 November. This will be one of the last big functions in the
hall and an absolute sellout. Make a note of the date and watch out for
the tickets to be available. They wont hang around for long.
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Badminton has started once again and any new players are welcome
to join us on Wednesday evenings at 8pm.
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Scottish dancing started again on the 11th September and will be every
Thursday

between 7.30 and 9.30pm
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The new hall is coming on apace. The foundations are long since
completed, the sewer pipes in and a full Radon barrier installed. The
brick and blockwork is now about two metres high. The builders are on
course to finish by the end of March.

For those of you who have not seen the plans there will be a large hall,
a little larger than our present one, with a permanent stage. This main
hall can be separated from, or linked to, another large function room. A
spacious kitchen and purpose built bar can be accessed from both
these rooms. There will be another area with its own entrance
dedicated to scout and youth use; this area can be subdivided and it
has its own toilet and kitchenette. Modern heating and lighting systems
and full accessibility for the disabled will make the new hall one of the
best venues in the area.

With all the excitement of the new hall it would be easy to lose sight of
the huge benefit the existing hall has been for the last fifty years. Also
we should not forget the generous dedication of those villagers, now in
their 70’s and 80’s, who ‘worked their socks off’ raising funds from
dances, whist drives, coffee mornings and all manner of activities in the
1950’s. Sadly, the years have taken their toll on the old building:
inadequate heating, cooking facilities and toilets; rising damp. a worn
out roof and inoperable windows, have rendered it uneconomic to
repair.

Furthermore it can only accommodate one group at a time wishing to
use it.

Time moves on and expectations with it. Also, why shouldn’t our
villagers enjoy facilities as good as those provided for townsfolk? There
is every promise that the new hall will be a superb venue for village
organisations, village activities and private functions. There are added
benefits from its location next to the children’s play area and adjacent to
the playing fields.
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It is over two years since Parish Councillors, encouraged by offer of part
funding by the County Council decided to replace the Thorpe Bus Shelter.
There has been much liaison and meetings with County Hall and a
weighty contract has been drafted requiring the Parish Council to accept
all sorts of responsibility. Services and adjacent land owners have been
consulted, and finally tenders sought and contractors haggled with.

All was finally going well until the burly contractors team digging the very
modest foundation holes came upon a bone! Yes, upon further study, a
human bone! Work stopped, Councillors were alerted, the Police were
summoned- and of course the contract team went home to recover. Fortu-
nately the constabulary quickly determined that it was over 130 years old
(who knows how!) and declared no further interest. The offending item is
now with the Melton cemetery, who are worrying about what to do with it
as they have no paperwork. Fortunately the totally unsgeamish Council-
lors Lovegrove and Spencer offered to finish the job and the shelter is now
in place for all to see.

WALTHAM on the WOLDS
(supporter of local sports & charities)

WARM & FRIENDLY WELCOME AT OUR REAL ALE HOUSE
BAR FOOD AVAILABLE
1 HIGH STREET WALTHAM ON THE WOLDS

COOK REQUIRED
Weekends
Interested? Call in to see Mick or el€phone 01664 464212
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Are you at a loose end?

Want to do something different after school?
Do you enjoy socialising?

Do you like challenges?

Do you want to achieve more for yourself?

Answered yes to some or all of the above questions?

Well, Waltham village has something to offer you on a weekly basis.
Waltham Explorer Scout Unit may be your answer and we'd like to hear
from you.

Every Monday evening we meet at the Scout HQ from 7.30-9.30pm. We
also organize activities at weekends and more:

We socialise, play indoor hockey, visit the cinema and other local activi-
ties, cycle, walk, climb, cave, water ski, canoe, camp, help with community
projects.

In fact, whatever the unit mem-
bers want to do we can usually
find a way of doing it!

This year in July we travelled to
Scotland and stayed at a refur-
bished former railway station.
We hiked into the
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Mamore hills, water ski-ed, canoed, visited the oldest (legal) whisky distillery,
cycled and toured around some magnificent scenery.

Several members also went
for a week sailing across the
North Sea to Holland and
Denmark on the first leg of
the Tall Ships race.

Next year we are already considering a European trip.

Oh, and by the way,
most of the activities we
undertake enable us to
achieve the Duke of
Edinburgh Awards.

Don't just sit around,
come and give us a try -
no compulsion. Yes
there are some rules,
but they help ensure
that we enjoy the friend-
ship and socialising that
is key to our success!

For more information call Alistair or Steve Evans on 01664 464 452




